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On the Brighter Side  by Ellen Beck

 
    

Help Wanted: 
Total Lawn Care has an opening for
A Supervisor/Ground Maintenance
Position, with the following 
requirements:
• Speaks well to customers
• Good leadership qualities
• Good driving record
• Takes pride in a job well done
• A little mechanical experience
Pay pending qualifications
Phone 507-530-4546      49-51

Slices of Life: Gone, but 

still here - I feel you
By: Jill Pertler

When someone you love dearly dies here on earth, they 
are gone. But they are not gone. They are here. They are 
everywhere. And if you perceive very carefully, if you 
truly pay attention, they are right beside you, every step of 
the way.

You will feel it. You will hear it. You will sense it. You 
will know it to be true. If only you allow yourself to feel 
and know.

I feel you when I am falling asleep at night. When the 
cool pillow lies beneath my head and you hold my hand 
or gently kiss me the way only angels can do.

I know you are with me when sleep feels impossible and 
the night seems scary. I know you sit at my bedside, 
watching and loving me, when I finally do fall asleep. 

I sense you when I am alone in a room and a cool breeze 
blows across my lips or my cheeks and I understand to the 
core of my being that you are with me and want me to 
know your presence.

I perceive you when I am in the company of others, but 
may feel alone because even when friends are present I still 
miss you and I hear you telling me that it is okay and I 
should join in and smile and laugh because that’s how you 
remember me and that’s how you want me to be.

I hear you when I am talking to you silently and the 
house knocks in response to my thoughts. I hear you at 
home, in hotels, outside – anywhere. You find a way to 
reach my heart and I love that about you, about us.

I feel you in everyday moments. When I am putting my 
socks on, drying my hair, gathering laundry or planning 
dinner, because you want to be there for the everyday 
moments, however banal. You want to be with me and I 
feel that. I feel you. 

I hear the songs you send me. They ring out in my head 
- usually just a line or two of lyrics and I have to look 
them up online in order to appreciate the beautiful 
messages you are sending me. I understand the effort that 
must take for you and I appreciate every note, every 
melody.

I know you are with my when I cry, which I do all too 
often. I know you want me to remember the happy 
memories, and I will get there, eventually. I know you want 
me to get to a better place so the memories can be happy. I 
know you are trying to help me accomplish this.

I understand you are here, with me, but we are separated 
right now. And that separation feels small to you but 
immense to me. I am willing to bear that burden for now 
because as long as I am attached to you I know I will be all 
right. As long as a part of you stays with me I can survive.

I see you in the birds flying overhead or the ones you 
send to the tree outside our bedroom window. I see you in 
the clouds floating in the sky, or in the sunshine that 
warms my skin. I see you in twinkling lights or the ones 
you send to me as I sleep. I see your kind spirit and loving 
soul everyday in everything and I am thankful for that.

I know how hard you are working right now to help me 
make sense out of a situation that makes no sense. I know 
you understand when I can’t. I know you feel my pain 
when I cry. I know you wish you could take it away. I 
know you want me to go on and do what I’m supposed to 
do and I know you are waiting for me. And right now that 
gets me through the day. 

And I thank you for that. I love you. Now. Always. 
Forever.

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright, author and member of the National 
Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 

Thank you so much to Sharron Steffes for your 
timely and wise column each week and for sharing 
stories from the past. It means to much to us and to 
our readers that you share so much of your life with 
us! She is on Page 3 this week.

Truthfully, I never really read the Old Testament much 
until this year after I turned off the television, news and all 
other distractions in January. Yes, I always loved the 
Psalms but I didn’t ever see much of a need to read the 
books of Moses or any kind of Bible study until the Lord 
opened it to me. So when I came upon the Tribes of Israel 
and Jacob’s pronouncement of end time blessings for all of 
his sons, I was amazed. Genesis 49: 1

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said Gather 
yourselves together that I may tell you that which 

shall befall you in the last days.

So with God’s help, I kept checking it out, over and 
over again. Every time I read about the sons of Israel or 
sons of Jacob, I was overwhelmed with love for God and 
his people. Every one of them gave joy to my heart and 
deep joy. So I was stumped by the one I don’t even think I 
realized was a son of Israel because I didn’t read or study 
my Bible hardly at all for so long. So that’s why we ended 
up with a story about a zonkey and all of the many 
translations of Genesis 49:14-15: Issachar is a rawboned 
donkey lying down between two saddlebags. When he 
sees how good is his resting place and how pleasant the 
land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden and to 
husbandry or to labor “(Taking care of land & animals)

Each week the list of lying down between translations 
in Genesis 49: 14 just kept getting longer & was shocking 
me. I kept wondering why. I really have been stumped. 
Now I have added again: lying down between two 
saddlebags, sheepfolds, burdens, beasts, inheritances, 
campfires, hurdles, flocks, village hearths, corrals, 
borders, cattle pens, folds etc all from different Bibles. I’m 
leaving the list open because the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two edged sword and pierces to 
the division of soul and spirit, joint and marrow and 
discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

So after all of this pondering, searching, reading, 
praying, and searching even more, I have to say that 
Issachar is you. If you are a farmer, rancher, shepherd,  
farmer’s wife, ranchers wife, farm family, ranch hand, 
camper, village keeper, horse trader, horse  rider, cattle 
and sheep rancher, or anyone who takes care of the land 
and livestock, and loves the land, this is you.

So get out your saddlebag, to 1st Chronicles 12:32 
because you have a very important role to play in God’s 
working in these end times. “And of the sons of Issachar 
who had understanding of the times and seasons, to know 
what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were 200; and their 
brethren were at their command.” 

This was also the tribe that supported King David fully 
even before he became king. They supported him while 
Saul was king and David was anointed to be king, but the 
other tribes were split in their support of Saul and David. 
The Tribe of Issachar was fully in support of David. 

Why did Issachar support David? Because they were 
close to God in discernment and they could discern the 
times and seasons and the changing of times. They could 
discern closely what God was doing and his anointing. 
David did become King and they were right. 

They became one of the chief tribes to lead out David’s 
armies because of their wisdom and guidance. They 
helped lead an entire nation. God gave them an 
anointing and incredible advantage to have inside 
knowledge of God and his activities. 

Because they were so close to God, events did not 
surprise them. Hello? Does this sound like anyone you 
know, like yourself, your wife or your spouse maybe. 
They had influence over the entire nation because of their 
unique ability to understand times and seasons. They 
knew what their people (Israel) should do and when it 
should be done. The nation followed their example. I 
hope you got that last one and get that understanding that 
they were led by God. It wasn’t that they were so great, it 
was that they were trained to obey Him promptly. You 
have the same understanding as that of Issachar!! The 
anointing or God’s guidance is so that you can lead a 
nation properly as quiet servants and anointed leaders 
even when you say that’s not who you are. . . hate to tell 
you, you are the leaders God has picked.

Some of you will say you don’t sense anything 
different about yourself; you are the same as you 
always were. So you know better than any people on 
earth when the seasons change, when to plant, when 
to harvest and how God works. You are used to 
dealing with God every day. And you communicate 
with others like yourself. That’s what the sons of 
Issachar did. They did alot of communicating and 
discussion as farmers, ranchers, land keepers, 
campers, donkey keepers and shepherds with each 
other and they took advice so that they would follow 
the right path together. Most importantly they prayed 
and stayed close to God to know what to do, not just 
for today but for tomorrow. They used Edification, 
Sanctification and Prophecy, God’s ESP. .Not the 
world’s ESP and witchcraft. The sons of Issachar used 
God’s extra sensory  protection and just followed Him. 
Edify: Build one another up in the Word of God. 
Sanctify: Keep your life holy and stay close to God. 
Prophecy/Protection: Read and study God’s word to 
know what He has planned for you and the future. Find 
like-minded people who are doing the same.  When 
you do all of this, you will know if you are supposed 
to do something or not and you will be protected. God 
will give you confidence in the decisions you make 
because He is continually in your life, every day. 

God will let you know if something follows the Bible 
or if it will lead you down the wrong path. Most of you 
already know this. You just get up each day and work 
and follow God, simple plan but it works. It means you 
didn’t end up here by chance, you were chosen by 
God to be here. Plus you have been faithful in little 
things. God will give you influence even if you try to 
hide under a rock to get away from people.

You are already obedient, so you have radical 
prayers that move God and others so you don’t have 
to be among people to see God move. You never feel 
dead, but alive because you are doing what you are 
supposed to do. You might even end up with some 
wild ideas like a jawboned donkey that others will tell 
you to give up on but you won’t because you can’t. 

Sampson didn’t give up even to the end when he 
pulled down an entire pagan temple and pagan 
worshipers on himself to get revenge. He did alot with 
the jaw of a donkey. If God is in it and it’s radical, God 
will use it. God’s angel with the flaming sword will go 
with you and before you. . . remember the donkey of 
Balam. The donkey was obedient and even talked 
because she had to; and was protected by the angel of 
the Lord, but Balam had to be advised and 
maneuvered by his own  female donkey.

God takes the least of us and sees what he can do. 
God will get ahold of your children and you will start to 
disciple them in everyday work and learning. God will 
bring light into your darkness and turn your tears into 
joy. With the anointing of God for Issachar, you will 
have answered prayers like never before. But God 
didn’t just take one Issachar, he took 200 chiefs and 
many more of the tribe. God sees you as chiefs for 
some strange reason. As a whole people, His working 
will be even greater. Pray for God’s anointing in all that 
you do. If you are obedient, you will have 
influence over an entire nation. There is more than 
one P, there are many: patience, perseverance, 
prayer, petition, purpose, pastors, planning, people, 
and God’s power and pasture. 

So just as He did with the Israelites, God sets 
before you a choice: obedience and blessings or 
disobedience and curses. 

You already know what he wants. If you continue 
in faith as He asks you to do, you will be blessed with 
all of the saints. If you disobey and are stubborn as 
many of the Israelites were when He called and led 
them, He promises plague, pestilence, panic, poverty, 
pressure, pain, pests, and a whole lot of pruning of 
what’s dead. 

You get to pick and thank God most of you already 
have. You get to be part of something really big with 
God in charge, or something really little with only you 
in charge. It looks like most of you have already 
picked as you look around and see the many 
blessings we have all have received from Christ. 

Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me has everlasting life.” 


